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History & exj

ORIGIN & HISTORY

From Academy to Icon
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The story of the Accademia begins in 1562, when Cosimo | de'
Medici founded a drawing academy to train artists. This
institution was not merely a school but a crucible for
Florentine artistic identity. For over two centuries, it served as
the intellectual heart of the city, where masters like
Michelangelo and later Bartolini refined their craft. The
original buildings housed plaster casts and early collections
that would eventually define the museum's character.

In 1784, Grand Duke Leopold Il transformed the former
hospital San Matteo into the Academy of Fine Arts. This move
consolidated various art institutions and created a public
exhibition space. The collection rapidly expanded through
acquisitions from suppressed religious orders, bringing in
masterpieces by Giotto, Masaccio, and Botticelli. These works
formed the core of what is now one of Italy's most prestigious
museums, blending academic rigor with public access.
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The 19th century saw further evolution, with the addition of
the Bartolini Plaster Gallery and the integration of historical
musical instruments. In 1996, the Museum of Instruments
opened, sourced from the Luigi Cherubini Conservatory. This
expansion added a sonic dimension to the visual arts, creating
a unique multi-sensory experience. The museum thus became
a comprehensive repository of Florentine creativity, spanning
from medieval gold backgrounds to Renaissance sculpture.

Today, the Accademia stands as a testament to Florence's
enduring legacy. With over 1.4 million annual visitors, it
remains the second most visited museumin Italy. Its
collections, ranging from Michelangelo's David to the world's
largest group of medieval paintings on gold, continue to
attract scholars and tourists alike. The building itself, located
at 58-60 Via Ricasoli, embodies the transition from private
academy to public cultural institution.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping into the Sala del Colosso, you are immediately struck by the immense scale of the room. The natural light filtering
through the high windows illuminates the marble David, creating a serene atmosphere that contrasts sharply with the
bustling streets outside. The silence here is palpable, inviting you to slow down and absorb the sheer power of the
sculpture. It is a moment of quiet reverence before the crowds arrive.

As you move through the other rooms, the experience shifts to a journey through time. The medieval paintings on gold
backgrounds shimmer with vibrant colors, offering a glimpse into the spiritual world of the 13th and 14th centuries. The
unfinished Prisoners in the Galleria dei Prigioni add a layer of mystery, showcasing Michelangelo's creative process. Each
room tells a different story, weaving together history, art, and emotion in a cohesive narrative.
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ADDRESS

Historic center - Metro: San Marco (L2, main exit) or Santa
Maria Novella (L1, L2, 10 min walk).

OPENING HOURS

Open Tuesday to Sunday, closed Monday. Hours vary by
season; check the official website before your visit.

FEES

Free child admission based on age (check variants). {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 1h to 1h30 minimum to fully enjoy the scenography
around the David and discover the other rooms without
rushing.

PHOTOS

Photography is allowed without flash in all rooms. The tripod
is prohibited to avoid obstructing visitor circulation in front of
major works.

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & transport

AUDIENCE

Ideal for curious families and art lovers. The visit remains
accessible thanks to clear explanations about the sculptures
and paintings.

@

@

Metro

: Otomo Flat - Steps from SMN Station & Airport Tram — 13 min a pied
Otomo Flat - Steps from SMN Station & Airport Tram (8 min) - Florence Airport - Peretola (20 min)

Bus

:Unit — 9 min a pied

Otomo Flat - Steps from SMN Station & Airport Tram (12 min) - Florence Airport - Peretola (31 min)

Car

Otomo Flat - Steps from SMN Station & Airport Tram (6 min) - Florence Airport - Peretola (22 min)

Bike

Otomo Flat - Steps from SMN Station & Airport Tram (7 min) - Florence Airport - Peretola (29 min)
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve the Accademia Gallery ?

$ 58/60ViaRicasoli — 50122 Florence

€ 43°46.609'N, 11°15.519'E

https://galleriaaccademiafirenze.visit-tickets.com/en/ the Accademia Gallery - Visit Guide 2026
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Rooms

Ground Floor (Main Halls)

This level houses the Sala del Colosso, home to the David, and the Galleria dei Prigioni with the unfinished Prisoners.

You will also find the Duecento and Trecento rooms, featuring medieval paintings on gold backgrounds. The layout
allows for a logical flow from the main masterpiece to the supporting collections.
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Upper Floors (Special Collections)

These levels contain the Bartolini Plaster Gallery and the Museum of Instruments. The plaster casts offer insights into
19th-century sculptural techniques, while the instruments provide a sonic complement to the visual arts. Access may
be subject to temporary closures due to maintenance or climate control.

Archive and Library

This section holds the correspondence and drawings of Lorenzo Bartolini, along with books dedicated to Alessandro
Kraus. It is a quieter, more scholarly space suitable for those interested in the historical documentation of the
collections. Visitors can explore the materials that shaped the museum's academic heritage.

ACCESSIBILITY
Disabled Access

Partially adapted access with elevators for main levels, to be verified before visiting.
Families

Ideal family visit with a reasonable duration and spectacular captivating works for all ages.

o

Audio guide
French, English, Spanish



the Accademia Gallery 9/14

e
8

Mus’;—s"ees

SELECTION

Masterpieces Not to Miss

MICHELANGELO BUONARROTI  Saladel Colosso
David
The centerpiece of the museum, the David is a symbol of Renaissance Florence. Carved from a single block of marble, it

showcases Michelangelo's mastery of anatomy and proportion. The statue's intense gaze and poised stance convey a sense of

imminent action, capturing the moment before battle.

% Originally placed in Piazza della Signoria, it was moved to the Accademia in 1873 to protect it from weather damage. The

marble block had been abandoned for decades before Michelangelo claimed it.

MICHELANGELO BUONARROTI Galleria dei Prigioni
The Prisoners

These unfinished sculptures offer a fascinating look into Michelangelo's creative process. The figures appear to struggle free
from the stone, embodying the concept of 'terribilita’ They were intended for the tomb of Julius Il but were never completed,

leaving them suspended in time.

% Only four of the planned forty Prisoners were finished. The unfinished state has become a defining feature of these works,

highlighting the tension between form and material.

VARIOUS ARTISTS Duecento and Trecento Rooms
Medieval Paintings on Gold Backgrounds

The museum houses the world's largest collection of medieval paintings on gold backgrounds. These works, dating from the 13th
to early 15th centuries, feature vibrant colors and intricate details. They provide context for the development of Florentine art

before the Renaissance.

% Many of these panels were stacked up to the ceiling in the 1840s due to space constraints, leading to the creation of the 'Gallery

of Slaves' nickname for the room. The gold leaf technique required immense skill and expense.
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ANDREA DEL VERROCCHIO Renaissance Room

Baptism of Christ

This painting features a young Leonardo da Vinci contributing to the angel on the left. It is a key work in understanding the

transition from Gothic to Renaissance styles. The composition is balanced and harmonious, reflecting the ideals of the period.

¢ Leonardo's contribution is often cited as evidence of his early talent. The angel's face displays a softness and realism that
contrasts with Verrocchio's more rigid style.

GENTILE DA FABRIANO  Medieval Room
Adoration of the Magi

A masterpiece of International Gothic style, this panel is rich with detail and color. It depicts the arrival of the Magi at the birth
of Christ, filled with symbolic elements. The intricate costumes and landscapes showcase the artist's technical prowess.

% The painting was originally part of a triptych. The central panel is now in the Uffizi, while the side panels are in the Accademia,

making it a split masterpiece.

CONSERVATOIRE LUIGI CHERUBINI  Museum of Instruments
Historical Musical Instruments

Since 1996, this section has displayed a collection of instruments from the 17th to 19th centuries. Items include Stradivarius
violins and Cristofori harpsichords. The collection adds a sonic dimension to the visit, allowing visitors to appreciate the music of
the era.

% Theinstruments were sourced from the Conservatoire Luigi Cherubini. The Stradivarius pieces are among the finest examples

of luthiery ever created.

LORENZO BARTOLINI  Gipsoteca Bartolini
Bartolini Plaster Casts

This gallery contains plaster casts of classical and contemporary sculptures. It provides insight into 19th-century sculptural
education and practice. The quality of the casts is remarkably high, preserving details of the original works.

» Bartolini was a prominent neoclassical sculptor. His plaster models were used for teaching and reference, influencing many

subsequent artists.

SANDRO BOTTICELLI Renaissance Room
Spring

Although primarily associated with the Uffizi, the Accademia holds related works by Botticelli. This section highlights the artist's
influence on Florentine art. The paintings demonstrate the elegance and grace characteristic of the Early Renaissance.

» Botticelli's works were highly valued during his lifetime. The mythological themes reflect the humanist interests of the Medici
court.
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TIPS

Tips for a Perfect Visit

TIMING

Arrive right at opening time, preferably Tuesday morning, to
see the David with fewer people and enjoy the natural light in
the Tribune. Avoid weekends and midday hours when crowds
are at their peak.

BILLET

Book your ticket in advance, especially during high season, as
time slots are limited and often sold out several days ahead.
Ensure your ticket covers permanent access and not just a
temporary exhibition.

PARCOURS

Start with the David, then move to the Prisoners, and finally
explore the medieval rooms. This order allows you to focus on
the main attractions first and end with the quieter sections.

PHOTO

Photograph the Prisoners in the Galleria dei Prigioni, where
the unfinished statues offer a fascinating perspective on
Michelangelo's creative process. Use natural light for the best
results.

PAUSE

Take a short break at Trattoria Da Nerbone for a quick lunch
between museum visits. The restaurant offers simple Tuscan
dishes perfect for recharging before continuing your
exploration.

ENFANTS

The visit is ideal for families, with a reasonable duration and
captivating works for all ages. Keep children engaged by
pointing out interesting details in the sculptures and paintings.

AUDIOGUIDE

Consult the French audio guide options to better understand
the technical details of the sculptures and paintings. They
provide precious historical insights that are not always
obvious from labels alone.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable shoes, as the journey from the station or
hotel can be long. The historic center is paved and requires
good footwear for walking. Leave bulky items in the cloakroom
if available.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ
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I Do you need to book your ticket for the Accademia in advance?

Yes, booking is strongly recommended, or even mandatory during high season. Time slots are limited and often sold out several days in
advance. Book as soon as your dates are set to guarantee access to the David without s

What is the best time to see the David?

Tuesday morning is generally the quietest, just after opening. Avoid weekends and midday hours when crowds are at their peak. A timed
ticket in the early morning maximizes your comfort during the visit.

Is there a promo running?

Promotions vary by period and ticketing operators. Regularly check for special offers or combined tickets. No permanent reduced rate is
guaranteed, so compare prices before final purchase.

Can | cancel or modify my reservation?

Terms depend on the type of ticket purchased and the seller. Most flexible tickets allow free modification up to 24h before. Carefully
review your confirmation details before paying to avoid any fees.

What is the difference between the Accademia and the Uffizi?

They are two distinct institutions: the Accademia focuses on sculpture (notably Michelangelo), while the Uffizi prioritizes painting and

decorative arts. Never confuse the two when booking. Each museum offers a unique an

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Guardian of Florence

The David is perceived as the protective symbol of the city,
far more than a simple biblical statue. With over 1.4 million
annual visitors, it draws a constant crowd coming to pay
homage to this icon. Its presence in the Accademia ensures
its preservation while maintaining its status as a civic

emblem.

Academic Origins

The museum was born from a drawing academy founded in
1562 before becoming a public exhibition space. This
institution initially aimed to train artists, laying the
foundations for modern art education. The transition from
academy to museum reflects the evolving role of art in

society.

Second Most Visited Museum in Italy

The Accademia attracts more people than most major Italian
museums thanks to its unique masterpiece. In 2022, it
welcomed 1,428,369 visitors, confirming its status as a must-
visit destination. This high attendance underscores the global
appeal of Florentine art.

Paintings on Gold Backgrounds

The museum houses the world's largest collection of
medieval paintings on gold backgrounds, often overlooked by
hurried visitors. These brilliant works testify to the artistic
richness of the pre-Renaissance period. Their preservation
offers arare glimpse into the spiritual and aesthetic values of
the time.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

Located in the historic center, the Accademia is surrounded by iconic landmarks. Just steps away, Piazza San Marco offers a
strategic crossroads for orienting yourself. The Duomo di Firenze is visible from Ricasoli Street, providing a stunning
architectural backdrop. For lunch, Trattoria Da Nerbone serves simple Tuscan dishes perfect for a quick break between
visits. Palazzo Medici Riccardi, nearby, offers a glimpse into aristocratic life with its famous frescoes. The area is ideal for
combining multiple attractions in a single day, ensuring a rich and varied cultural experience without excessive travel time.

Leaving the Accademia, you carry with you more than just memories; you hold a piece of Florentine soul.

The encounter with the David is not just a sightseeing stop but a profound emotional connection across
centuries. Whether you are an art historian or a casual visitor, this experience will linger in your mind long

after you return home. It is a reminder of the enduring power of human creativity and the timeless beauty

of Florence.
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